N 46 INDIAN nurses whio had
been dreameng abost an ovineas
fob finatly boarded their flight oo
lmq.h‘l!lriiid they know thesrlife
vmuld hit 8 roadblock in the

< the tslamic State of [ raq
= roslliend imtor Erng from the Sy
] mwmmmm the world with horrifying
. plctures of mass esecutions, l!nusandmfkﬁxmlm.
iy the pareats of the hapless mirses “under sicge™
* B no o to tm o, except diving infervention,
e beas been 2 aightmase for the aurses —all
fiwim the south fndian staie of Kerala —ever since
lerit, scnme a year age and some
Jiust & couple of months back. Tn a state brimmir
with high unemployment, geiting a job ot the Tikrit
Teaching Hospinal was godsend.
But the maoney they hoped toearm b yet to mates
myhaw not heen paid fior months, yet the
;:z:bmmﬂq' chung on to the hope of rescuing
rished farmilaes back home. Bt all those
attened by the imasion of the

that sits on the makn highway between the
onder and Mol

The city is now almast empty of government
Iopmlists and Iragi officials, The hospiral is now inthe
Crosshairs of the gun-toting tomosists and noone can

i or out of the building. The nunes, who have

1 holed up in thedr quarters oo the upper loor
of the hmpnal have bcm abandored by the 1ragl
military and govemment officials, who have flad for
thelr Tives.

T ehie fest fiew clays of the aggression, the night
sky glowed with flames from buming hooses as
gunshots echoed through the air and bombs shook
thit hospital building.

Whar next? Fear hangs over them as reports of
awider conflict and the kidnapping of around 40
Indians working in the city of Moaul filtor in through
phone calls from India.

FWill we ever e rescued? What if the entire re-
ion explodes in » sectarian war? Thoagh food ks no
problem at the moment, the stock of nice and poaliry
prodhucts will gradually mn ouf,” Maring M. Jose, a
resichent of Kottayam district in Keraka, told Kiualesy
Tiirkes From her quarter in the bedeged hospital.

“We had run out of tes, milk and water, buat thanks
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o offscials from the International Commitiee of the
el Cross (ICRCY, the supply has reviied, They
have also our pheone evediss,” said Maring
wha is married with two children, Her husband
works in Chatar.

Ty don’s work amymoee, having confined them-
sclves to their hving quaners. The only faces thoy sec
e of g couple paticnts whoar sent up for placng IV
drig catheteers by the two or three trapped doctoes,

“Uinly cne: keor of the 600-hed hospital is func-
tioming now, Most of the paticnts are child casualties
From the war, We were summonesd downstairs o
couple of times by officials claiming ro be from dif-
Ferent ministries,

“Wee were also called in by a man elaiming to be an
official from the new adminsstration in the ety But
we refinsed towork as we ane scoptical of their inten-
thons,” said Marina,

“Wien we complained we had noc been paid
for five months, he said “tha's hissory now”.
said what is lost bs lost, but promised to pay
are réady towork. But who is this ofical? Ishe a
representative of the renegade milisan groop that s
tearing Ieaq apare?” ehed Secliymnma George who
hails from Kassrgod district.

“The upfiest thing that has happened in such a life
amcl death sinuation is we are row a divided lot. Four-
peen of ts whio have completed almost a year bere
wanttt o o homes, wiile the nest uhn joined in Jannary
waitit to stay put, come what may,” said Sana joseph,
who halls from Esrumanoor in Kettrysm district

“Our contract and resisdency papers will expice in
July, after which we will be llegals. For the last five
manthwe had been paying back whag we had bor-
rowed back home, Thar wecoukd not save snything i
a different matter; we need o gotout of this hellhoke.
A stormming of the hiospatats Bike the termorists did in
Yemen recently i somethimng we shudder fo think.”

Bt thase who had starmed working as recenthy as in
Jarsucary: aradk et bt praaied yet, ane Faced with the fear
o faving o reewen o Endia and straight ingo the amma
of loan alls'urlnmm whio they have bormowed heavily —
nearty Re 150,000 —tosnap up the Tikrit hospical job,

“It'’s better to die Bere than golng back into-a
sinkhole of debis,” said 2 murse who did not want o
be identified. “We anz ready 1o
be shifted to other hospitals oug-
side the warzone, bat there's
no one 10 help us.™

Seelyamma said a
divided house has
SCAL A WIOOR mes-
sage 1o the Indian
Embassy in Raghdad,
diluting their demand
to be cvacuated. She \'
sakd Mew Dedhi’s
slow responiss to their
eVACUaLoN requisit i

—

Shattered families pray for
safe return of daughters

5 BEEN a week of prayers for the famblies of the besieged nunses.
I Marina's four siblings, twochilhren and pareats all wanted her to
back,

e dreasms;

danghter’s life is mose vakiable

than money. We just pray for her safe retumn,” father AL Jose ol Khulen

Tones, his voice breaking np as he spoke.

Neither the authorites; nor Marina, has an answer when ber el
yoar-okd son and siv-year-old daoghter ask her on the phone when she

will be coming home.

Fasangod, Seckyamma’s mother, Leclanima George, sobbed
whien shie bkl Kiweleey Times that e Famsily had been looking

163 hoer retuem on beave for her wedding,
‘Wemrﬂlwllumas to complete the oo
mew house,” £he said, kg that her dansgh

thas been praying on her knees for the safety of Seeli-
i, whois the youngest of her three daughies.
 relieved that his tws girts, Sona and Veena,
 the vear zome are getting food. “What can

'- hmen:qupnyr‘ur His merey o0 our daughters, jm.':lt

60kl Kl Tinater.
Sona and Veena ane twins working in the besieged
hiospieal while their eldest sister Dona is working
lmlﬂﬁi‘a‘ﬁmah.mmme
el Joseph had taken a whopping Rs300,000
without interest From the locul charch o
[’N-dlummimnq-.uehumﬂ hack
-mﬁmmmmwsmdlﬂ the
responisibiliey of giving three daughters in

A3 the nation prays for their safe retiarm, X
W w‘hvwmww’

months of salary
yet to be paid to
some nurses

struction of our

had been paying
sum the famity had bormowed 1o pay for the g

Jola, *Uncertzinty is the only bank balance now,” Leetamma

stllﬂksloh:ldmrlﬂ least 4-5 rimses a day und

Tn Etturnanoor, parents C. C, Joseph and Celine dne

<RUNDATETAG» A H

-

TEA

TIKRIT

haded it i e

fnw why nlyun"r e
But Ambgsiadion

Ay Barrsar pokd Tiney that
embassay officials wene ﬂdﬂgm Mpﬂi‘&m
T tiwrough volunes ry igencies, "W wre coondinats
'I.I# with various agencies, inchicing UN sisd 1CRC
officials and the Iragi government. All of them have
advocated that staying put in the Lis the best
opthon 5.3 road trip to wou ki be suicidal™

He saied once the siuation i he embassy
woukl help evacuate and fly them bome with the
help ofthe pentral and staté govermments.

The nurses woioed ap prehension about the Ddian
psemAler uﬂlﬂ] sy put. “How king da they
want s o 'stay pat'> They say it's not safie o rravel.
Ifthe nevs that the Amencans have evacuated their
citiwens from Tikritis troe, then why can't our gov-
ernment doit” asked Marina,

“When floods wreaked havoc in Uttarakhand bt

arendra Mok as the chief minister of Gua
rat, sent a special fight 1o evacuare pilgrims from
his home siate, Mow xs the prime minister of Tnd s,
it's s doty o evacuate his countrymen rapped
Foreign wiik #one,” Maring argued,

Scourcesin the Keraka govermmient told Kiules

k besieged s could Irave bisen evacuat-
'umﬂn‘rlndhem!h.ﬁure Mew Delhl

sctually acted on our request,

“Assoon as we roocsved the 3OS from the nurses
onthe 13th of june, we faxed a message 1o the
External Affairs Minlster Sushma Swaral. Forsign
Secretary Sujatha Singh called the vext day 1o cooe-
dinare with Chief Minister Dommen Chandy.

*Unfortunately, the Modi adminisiration was
preoceupied with the prime minister's state visit to
neighbauring Bhutan, and Sushima Swam| was also
ot vailable x5 she had scoompanicd the PM,” the
souirce said,

“Dron’t take it as & blarme game. It's understand:
abde that any new :n1m::lmum uhuld‘rlnrm
e 1o get 1t af boget b soniace Iiﬂh
the voluntary agencies are also sceptical about trags
porting an all-woman i lK!d\W

" difficulties wned
Hmunuwmmw
wrT % tos stant heplines i ki
and atthe ; ]

When floods wreaked
havoc in Uttarakhand last

year, Narendra Modi, as the chief

minister of Gujarat, sent a special
flight to evacuate pilgrims from
his home state. Now as the

prime minister of India, /
it’s his duty to evacuate *
his countrymen trapped

i townis thar iemaing

ina foreign war zone

Nurse Marina Jose
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