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They've made afilm on the
brave nurses trapped in Iraq

Will Take Off be Indias official entry to the Oscars? With top notch acting, directing, production
values and a well-fold story, it might be a good move

m:rmh Whaen the pain
ilrwmnwwmﬁwm

EXCLUSH A tewrorist talks to a nurse in Tikrit Teaching|

the we broaghy
nu:ﬂwpklfhtqﬁhe :M‘Un;lmck@dwmm
day-by-day and convinced the then Kerala
Chandy that

second mattered.

Mmmmm&.nhmmmmt
:N mbr:wdohbmﬁ:&dmda
) safe paisage. To the outside
ﬁrwm—mm baronistior of
their emotions and roquirensents. There
were ermcin] mﬂusuhcnw CMs oifice
“scrambied”  Delhi “on life-theeatening
stuations which - were first conveyed to
Khalee] Times by the panes.

I had sh'l'pl:u mights. Their faith in
“uie was so Emense that they started to
generate alid mm: they. were in

ﬂurfmmm

distress. bomibs slanimitg into
their compauand. 1 coubd hoar their screanis
ﬂdtzspu anid 1 Eibew pvore than
He.'lsc d:" i lh;:mfdmcl

o man\r Ml on
cukm, ﬁo«h:?nwurn Beft

in the store. ﬂeym an a razoe's edge
Lo gua-l termorists forced  them 1o

artend fo theis comrades. They cried onmy
'dmtfdeﬁ-!tﬁl:»lnkdllmn :I:mulﬂlrm
- prayers, They thanked me even when they
*weent nunning ol of phose credil. ['then
Becarse one atong then, living with them
I the confines of war sranes, ]

T never: = neither did the
murses = whin the cmbatsy and special
emmissary stonewalled us, ‘and when the
Hate Peessure on nve 19 Siop wiiting,
and oo the nurses to stop talking. | never
lknew burraucracy could be o infmidating.
E:“B:‘ew ‘Delbi, there were r bombs, no

no terarists, ma nothing. Bt real

cand videos af burning  hoapizal

wnd & black-clad Draesh terroriss

nJh.ing o mkrves bn thels Bving ‘quarters

Troc amy
ﬁmﬂmhanw&«wmﬂamw
m{ source, Marina. Joscph,
i e
am ave an e
wn Ifﬂwﬂ]ﬂemmlﬂlpﬂxﬂl&unﬂ
befione they snatch the phones.™
The war had ahud.:.' mile Mlﬁm a
womman of steel. 1o
q-'unwim.shem
s}t{ﬁmdmmllopme

hn_t,rlllﬂ'}‘.ll.'l\f ——
I Tl et e ratsind

| Nohasty evacuationof © Hospita'hum
ICRC E bed
;h._-m—lﬂrf__.. I ha‘tﬂe

TR EEE () oo o

Indians from

MU Eint by Ty
e et e

Hospital (befow)
it one of the bulidings

‘Thewar had already
made nurse Marina Joseph
a woman of steel... she had
kept an SMS ready lest they
(the terrorists) snatch their
phones... Midway to Mosul,
sitting in the bus piloted

by terrorists, she texted

“all is fine”.
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CM's office calfled to ask why they were
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me wha'lr: traveling with terrorists, was not
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I was everwhelmed. This was 3 joemey.
1 undentook without the pretensions of
a-seribe. }cllm'llsm is ot ahways

“anocher night, another dollar’
We too have hearts, and will walk thagexira
mide when it's 2 marter of life and death,
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rechpicalbrlliance of s cinematographer
and the creative excellence of o writerdircstos —
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ceganic feast leaving @ lasting taste.

“The Malayalam miovie Take (i the work of &
genius. Equalling Hollywood imavies inelegance,
technical perfection and execution, Taks Off is a
passiomate attenpt to revive simple storytelling.

Like a Michelin star chef, editor-tarned-
directot Mahesh Narayanan s seulprod hiswerk
o recipe he co-seripted with PV Shajiksimar.
Thic besaty of the seripn 5 the pace & war movic
denaands. There s oy in every frame. There
s amurgency inthe dinlogues, anurgency 1o love,
o propase, tofive and to wark,

The frustration of 3 woman fighting to break
the boundaries of a conservative society is
intensely portraved by the distogue, “How king
will 1 e afraid? Growing wp, Twas afraid of ny
fathier, then nay bustand, and now my son”

The- firss k4F of the lmh‘lri L3 .lai '; 'dun
ancEpk il poverty mgildl eba-riddein
i Frmidics, hwl.lrf: :mh.mfm.— gender
inequality, the right o bove, rght o peatest,
right to divorce and the right 1o provide for
parents even after marmiage, The secord half is
a commmentary on prfessional ethics, greed in
times of crises, mindless killings in the name of
G, diplematic insensilivity ard the ultimate
trivmph Of goodneds.

Az mialare wriber, Nardyandn uses the Full fst
Fualf i make s emgpathise with chaef protagonsst
Saencera (Parvathyl, portraged a3 a Bardvording
errec,a dutiful davghter and a fgher of infustice.
Adeer her romantic relaticniship and tumuliuons
enareied Kife with Faisal (Asif Al Samecra opis
for a pab 1o sepay ber famify's debt and io feed
them. She mamies Shahid (Kuachakko Bobas,
her caring colleague, before the couple takes up
empoyment in a hospital in Irag’s Tikrit,

Fatsalleaves his son in the custody of Sameera,
wha's pregnant in Tiknt, hometon of Seddam
Hussein which hag fallen o Daesh milisants,
Thie rest of the swory isabout Indian ansbassador
Mano) Abraliamn’s(Fabadh Faasill etbors o roscue
chiee wurses froem terrorisis, The ondy visible bump
in the aiherwise métioulously taken miove is the
Focdish act of ferrying a bay fo the war zoee.

T'h:!mvigi:.upel:fenuknoﬂ’&r\huumnn
adirector and scTipd writer. Marayanan, anieditor
well-knowr For his magrum opus Visseroopan, 2
Kamal Hassan starrer, wasable toweave hsmagic
with his mastery over the. craft of filmemabing:
While Sana Varghese's stark visssls and Goga
Sunder's backgrourd sovre e you right in the
iadse of the cronsdiee, topnotch edating by the
AbhHash Balachendran-Narmyvanan tcam offers o
highly ¢ngaging experience.

I1|c casting 15 brilliand. While Papeathy once
again stuns with ber extraordinary performance,
Kanchacka Boban.. Fahsdh Faasil and Asif
Ali impress with their balanced and mature
performance. | would be least surprised if the
movie takes off a8 India's oficial Oscar entry.
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